
PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 
September 13, 2018 

 
Those in attendance included: 
Elected Members     Appointed Members                                                                            
Larry Raemaekers (2019)    Fr. Loras Grell 
Linda McQuiston (2020)    Greg Bonifas 
Jill Myers (2021)      
Tim Widhalm (2022)         
 
The meeting began at 7 p.m. with an opening prayer by Father Grell.   
 
Father Grell shared about the four feast days we are in the midst of having.  The first where 
Mary says yes to God, St. John Crissism from Turkey, the Exultation of the Cross and Our Lady 
of Sorrows, the seven sorrows of Mary. Her love was perfect. 
  
Minutes were read and approved. 
 
 Copies of the financials were passed out to the members.  Motion was made to approve the 
financial reports.   
 
Larry welcomed Tim Widhalm as our new parish council member.  Tim shared this is the third 
different time he has served on the council.  We all thanked him for accepting these duties. 
 
Father Grell has asked Diann Clay to be our new Parish Trustee, she will take Deanie Wanek’s 
place.  Diann accepted.  Father Grell thanked Deanie Wanek in the bulletin for her many years 
of service. 
 
Jeff & Micheala Honas have 13 items they cleared out of Father Grell’s garage.  They want to 
know what to do with the items.  Greg Bonifas thought there were 4 or 5 items we should keep 
and store in the shed.  It was agreed the remaining items would be donated to Catholic Social 
Services in Lincoln.  Larry Ramaekers volunteered to transport these items to Lincoln after Greg 
had gone through them. 
 
Larry Ramaekers introduced the Consent Agenda, whereby voting members are prepared when 
they come to the meeting, already having reviewed the minutes and financials.  One motion 
would then be made to approve both items.  It was agreed that once a quarter the financials 
would be pulled out and we would ask for a financial committee person to attend and answer 
any questions we may have.  Jill Myers agreed to relay this request to the financial committee.  
i.e. someone from their committee would be in attendance once every three months. 
 
The Financial Committee Review was read and gone in the financial motion made above. 
 
Father Grell is asking someone to come forward and organize the keys for the church buildings.  
They would label and organize and go through the many keys that have accumulated over time.  
Greg Bonifas will ask Leroy Miloshek if he would want to take this job on.  Leroy already serves 
on the building committee. 
 



Larry Ramaekers reported that Diane asked him to look at the A/C.  Larry asked Diane to call A 
& K Plumbing.  A & K did not find anything to report, they were to return in 4-5 days but no word 
from them.  Greg Bonifas also reported that he had checked A/C and it was working.  Jill Myers 
suggested a dehumidifier might solve the mugginess/dampness problem.  It was agreed that we 
have had an exceptionally wet summer.  It was agreed to table looking into a dehumidifier 
purchase until next spring. 
 
Catholic Mutual, our insurance carrier, sent a letter to Father Grell listing several changes they 
would like made to several areas in and around the Church.  Greg Bonifas will look into these 
items.  Father Grell will follow up with Catholic Mutual and get clarification on who they want to 
view their online videos and which ones they want us to watch.  Tim Widhalm suggested we 
have a log for the AED.  Tim Graham is taking care of the maintenance and we will ask him for a 
copy of his log each time he tests our AED.  Tim said the AED is very easy to use, but we might 
want to offer further instruction to the parishioners before we actually have to use it.  Larry 
suggested we run a Youtube video during the next Coffee & Rolls so people can see how easy 
it is to operate.  Father Grell may also put something in his weekly notes to the parish for a link 
they can watch and learn from. 
 
Father Grell has received one application for the secretarial position.  Right now, Diane works 
25-30 hours a week, she would like to work less hours.  Ideally, Diane would work 12-18 and the 
secretary 12-14 hours per week.  Salary dollars should stay the same for budgeting purposes 
and someone would be available at least four days a week to anyone coming to the church. 
 
Jill Myers reported that several parishioners have asked her about St. Mary’s policy on 
Community Giving.  Father Grell used script cards to help defray Nich Paschkes’ wife Jen 
expenses in traveling back and forth to the hospital and Madonna. Father Grell explained that 
our parish kids knew Nich Paschke’s kids and we need to teach kids to help one another and 
pray for one another.  It was agreed this was Father Grell’s decision.  If it becomes a bigger line 
item it may need a separate line item in the budget.   
 
Father Grell reported the K of C had a good meeting the night before.   
 
CCD-No report 
 
Liturgy & Music- Father Grell reported we should prayer for Julie Wasem’s recovery, so she can 
begin playing for church services again.  Father said he will continue to remind the parish that 
the missalette and song book will become one in November.  The covers have already arrived 
and the books will be here shortly. 
 
Evangelization, Stewardship & Discipleship-Father Grell reported these items will not move 
forward until a new secretary is in place.   
 
Next Parish Council Meeting: October 11, 2018 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Adjourn at 8:29 
 


